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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is in reply to tlie remarks filed December 5, 2005, by which 
claims 1, 4, 7, 15, 19, and 20 were amended, and claims 2 and 3 were cancelled. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 1 contains the misspelling, "aoperture" (see LineS). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

Claims 11, 14, 15, and 18 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 321,930 to Wunderlick. 

Wunderlick discloses a gun rack comprising a stock support assembly G having 
pivoted curved seat g adapted to receive the butt portion of a gun; further comprising a 
barrel support assembly 7 comprising a claw H adapted to grasp the outer perimeter or 
the gun nozzle (see FIG. 1) Wunderlick further discloses vertical side stock support 
members g' connected to and extending from said butt support member (see FIG. 3). 
Wunderlick further discloses a lower mounting bracket C, wherein the stock support 
member G is pivotally mounted to said lower bracket C and pivotable about an axis of 
rotation; and an upper mounting bracket B, wherein the barrel claw H is pivotally 
mounted to said upper bracket 6 and pivotable about the axis of rotation (see FIG. 1). 
Wunderlick further discloses a barrel gripping claw assembly analogous to a clip, 
wherein a clip is defined as a device for gripping or clasping. Wunderlick recites, "The 
arm 7 of bracket 8 has a pivoted or hinged piece or claw, H, for grasping the nozzle of 
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the gun..." (see Line 48). Wunderlick further discloses first and second vertical stock 
support members g' extending from the butt support member g, said stock support 
members aligned in a parallel orientation to each other (see FIGs. 1 and 3). Wunderlick 
recites, "The bracket C is provide with the arm G, having pivoted curved seat g, with 
side and end projections g\ in which the stock of the gun in placed" (see Line 45). 
Wunderlick further discloses the upper and lower mounting brackets with respective 
support members attached pivotally thereto, as advanced above (see paragraph 8). 

In regard to claim 14, Wunderlick discloses a rack including all of the limitations 
of claim 1 1 , further comprising a clip as set forth in the claim 6 rejection above (see 
paragraph 9). 

In regard to claim 15, Wunderlick discloses a rack including all of the limitations 
of claim 11, further comprising stock support members as set forth in the claim 7 
rejection above (see paragraph 10). 

In regard to claim 18, Wunderlick discloses a rack including all of the limitations 
of claim 15, further comprising the upper and lower mounting brackets with respective 
support members attached pivotally thereto, as advanced above (see paragraph 8). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claims 1,4-10, 12, 13, 16, 17, 19, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over *930 to Wunderlick in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,138.786 to 
Fischer. 
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Wunderlick discloses a gun rack comprising all of the limitations of claims 11,15, 
and 19. Wunderlick does not disclose said side stock support members comprising 
apertures located near their distal ends, wherein a lock is securable through said 
apertures and a trigger guard of the firearm for securing the firearm to the stock support 
assembly. Specifically, Wunderlick does not disclose the oblong aperture according to 
claims 4, 9, 13, and 18. Fischer discloses a firearm support and protection device 10 
comprising a stock supporting housing 18 including two vertical members 18a and 22 
disposed on either side of the stock of the firearm (see FIGs. 1 , 3, and 4). Fischer also 
discloses an embodiment of said device comprising an oblong aperture 85, wherein a 
lock is slid through said aperture and the trigger guard of the firearm. Fischer recites, 
"...housing 18 may be provided with a slot 85 to accommodate an elevator bolt 85a... In 
this situation, bolt 85a passes through trigger guard 86 (shown in phantom) which is a 
part of the pistol to prevent its removal" (see Column 3, Line 41). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include the 
locking means as disclosed by Fischer on the gun rack as disclosed by Wunderiick, by 
extending the stock support members of Wunderlick in the vertical direction so that their 
respective upper ends are aligned with an area above the trigger guard of the firearm, 
and are in the shape of the vertical housing walls as disclosed by Fischer. The 
motivation for said inclusion would be to provide the rack as disclosed by Wunderlick 
with an integral locking means. The rack as disclosed by Wundertick at the time of its 
invention most likely did not require a locking means, however, as obvious and well 
known in the art today, gun racks necessitate a locking means for theft prevention and 
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safety measures. The motivation for including the elongated aperture slot as disclosed 
by Fischer would be to accommodate for various types of firearms, comprising various 
lengths. 

Response to Amendment 

The amendments to claims 1 and 19 filed on December 5, 2005 under 37 
CFR 1.131 are sufficient to overcome the Wunderlick reference alone. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed December 5, 2005 have been fully considered but 
they are respectfully deemed not persuasive to overcome the 35 USC 103(a) rejections 
of '930 to Wunderlick in view of 786 to Fischer. 

In particular, Applicant states that the Fischer reference has been misconstrued 
in light of the fact that the side members of the support housing do not directly support 
the weapon. It is noted that a weapon is not part of the claimed invention. Therefore, the 
Fischer reference only need be capable of providing supporting the side stock of a 
weapon, including any weapon. The side of the housing to Fischer is capable of 
supporting the stock of a weapon. Further, the claim limitations do not include language 
that requires a reference to provide a support for supporting a stock in a specific 
manner. Applicant argues that the Fischer reference provides a "...bottom flap 62 to 
support the weapon..." (see Col. 3, Lines 12-15, Fischer) instead up supporting the 
stock of the weapon with the abovementioned side support members. Although Fischer 
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does not teach direct support of the weight of the weapon by the side support members, 
it is not to say that said side support members do not provide support against lateral or 
other sideways movements. 

Applicant further states that the Wunderllck reference lacks side stock support 
members connected to and extending from the butt support member. The above 
description of the Wunderlick reference indicates said members. Wunderlick recites, 
"...with side and end projections g", in which the stock of the gun in placed..." (see Col. 
1, Lines 46-48). 

The motivation of combining the teachings of the Wunderlick and Fischer 
references is maintained. The Wunderlick reference provides a support for a weapon, 
but does not provide a means for securing the weapon from unwanted removal. The 
Fischer reference meets this need, and would provide an obvious improvement of a 
locking means as is well known in the art of gun racks. Applicant's arguments hinge on 
the fact that a specific weapon is to be supported, when as stated above, the weapon is 
not part of the invention, and thus it is improper to define the invention according to or 
relative to an unclaimed element. Moreover, the claim limitations do not teach away 
from a weapon being supported by both the butt and trigger guard, therefore a 
reference or combination of references that teaches such remains within said 
limitations. The combination of the Wunderlick and Fischer references as set forth in the 
35 use 103 rejections would be reasonable and obvious for supporting specific 
weapons, such as heavy guns. 
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The preferred embodiment of the support to Fischer being disposed in the corner 
of a wall is not essential to the invention, but rather its intended use. Attaching the 
support to objects other than a wall is within the scope of the invention, and does not 
teach away from its ability to safely secure firearms. 



Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jared W. Newton whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2952. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on (571) 272-6777. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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